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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UK 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINSTER DISCUSSES ELECTION TIMING 

SUMMARY. PRIME MINISTER CALLAGHAN HAS TOLD 
JOURNALISTS THAT HE WILL DECIDE IN LATE SUMMER WHETHER 
TO CALL GENERAL ELECTIONS IN OCTOBER OR WAIT UNTIL 1979. 

IN MEANTIME, HE PLANS NO CABINET CHANGES. END SUMMARY. 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . A SPATE OF AUTHORITATIVE-SOUNDING BUT UNATTRIBUTED 
STORIES IN SEVERAL BRITISH NEWSPAPERS EARLY THIS WEEK 
STATED THAT PRIME MINISTER CALLAGHAN HAS DECIDED AGAINST 
CALLING A GENERAL ELECTION THIS SPRING AND WILL DECIDE 
TOWARD THE END OF THE SUMMER WHETHER TO GO TO THE POLLS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN OCTOBER OR DELAY UNTIL NEXT YEAR. (ELECTIONS MUST 
BE HELD BY NOVEMBER 1979.) HE IS ALSO REPORTED AS PLAN- 
NING NO CHANGE IN CABINET MEMBERSHIP. 

2. AMONG THE CONSIDERATIONS CITED AS AFFECTING THE 
DECISION ON ELECTION TIMING IS WHETHER THE MINORITY 

LABOR GOVERNMENT COULD CONTINUE TO COUNT ON SUPPORT FROM 
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THE LIBERALS (SHOULD THEIR SPECIAL ASSEMBLY JANUARY 21 
FORCE AN END TO THE LIB-LAB PACT), SCOTTISH NATIONALISTS 
(AFTER DEVOLUTION FOR SCOTLAND IS PASSED BY PARLIAMENT), 
AND ULSTER UNIONISTS (AFTER THE SPEAKER'S CONFERENCE 
RECOMMENDS ADDITIONAL NORTHERN IRELAND CONSTITUENCIES). 
HE IS SAID TO BELIEVE THAT THE EXPECTED INCREASE IN THE 
RATE OF INFLATION AFTER MID-YEAR WILL NOT BE SHARP 
ENOUGH TO DAMAGE LABOR'S ELECTORAL PROSPECTS. 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

3. A MEMBER OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S STAFF CONFIRMED TO 
US THAT CALLAGHAN ORIGINALLY MADE REMARKS ALONG ABOVE 
LINES ON AN UNATTRIBUTABLE BASIS TO ONE CORRESPONDENT 
DURING THE FLIGHT BACK FROM THE PM'S TRIP TO SOUTH 
ASIA. WANTING TO AVOID THE ADVERSE REACTION OF OTHER 
NEWSPAPERS TO THIS APPARENT FAVORITISM THE PM'S PRESS 
SECRETARY, TOM MCCAFFREY, REPEATED THE PM'S VIEWS 
PROMPTLY AFTER RETURNING TO LONDON AT A BRIEFING FOR 
PARLIAMENTARY LOBBY JOURNALISTS, WHICH ARE ALSO CON- 
DUCTED ON NONATTRIBUTABLE BASIS. 

BREWSTER 
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